Directions By Water
Home Tour “Direction By Water” begin at Hales Ford Bridge and provide a suggested sequential route to the Homes.  All of this year’s Tour Homes are located below Hales Ford Bridge and along the lower portion of the Backwater River.  Each dock is marked with a large, orange Charity Home Tour flag.  Note that the Homes retain their “Numbers” from the map and by-land directions.  Bring along a lake map, hydration, snacks, sunscreen and a fully-charged cell phone.  Boaters are reminded to wear properly-sized life jackets or have them readily accessible.  Allow extra time to wait for docking space, and look for signs at some Homes where Passenger Drop-Off is available.   Always exercise caution when entering and exiting your boat. 

Traveling south (down river) from Hales Ford Bridge:

#3, Graham Home, 1994 Merriman Way Rd., Moneta (GPS 37° 07.351 N 79° 39.775 W) – Enter Betty's Creek on your right, just after passing marker R27. Destination is in the first cove to the right, before the gazebo situated on the first point ahead. Look for the orange flag. Boats may be tying up at more than one dock, so watch for guidance from the waterfront volunteers. Boats approaching from further down river should angle left into Betty's Creek after passing the island below R27.
#4, Wilhelm Home, 39 Mango Rd., Moneta (GPS  37° 04.807 N 79° 38.271 W) – Return to the main channel and travel down river.  Go through the “S-Curve” and look for R15 on your right.  Bend to the right around the island at Lookout Point.  Head to the far shore as you continue into the cove. 
#1, Gauger Home, 2518 Patmos Church Rd., Huddleston (GPS 37° 04.541 N 79° 33.637 W) – Return to the Roanoke River channel, being mindful of shoal markers on the right as you turn out onto the main channel. Pass R9 and then steer toward the two cell towers visible near Smith Mountain's “V”.  To enter Craddock Creek; circle wide around R4 and C1, being mindful of shoal areas to the left near C1. Travel up Craddock Creek, passing the tall lighthouse and then Mitchell's Point Marina on the right, opposite C3. Enter Hatcher Creek on the right, just before reaching C4. Dock all the way in ahead and on the left. 
#2, Elmer Home, 1090 Guardian Circle, Huddleston (GPS  37° 04.743 N 79° 33.933 W) – Exit Hatcher Creek by circling right around H1 to pass C4 on the right. Dock is on your right, just before C6. 
#8, MacKenzie Home, 2690 Waters Edge Dr., Penhook (GPS 37° 01.602 N 79° 37.402 W) – Backtrack down Craddock Creek the way you came, entering the large bay of the Roanoke River. Cross the bay on a westerly heading, then pass B1 on the left to enter the Blackwater River. Point toward the mouth of Bull Run, keeping Christmas Tree Island to your right and passing marker BU1 on your left. Home will be deep in first cove on your left, towards the right-hand side of the cove. 
#5, Settle Home, 100 Tranquility Rd., Moneta (GPS  37° 02.893 N 79° 37.156 W) – Backtrack out of Bull Run into the Blackwater River, keeping Christmas Tree Island to your left. Pass the B2,4,6,8 marker series on the right, B9 on the left, and then B8A to the right.  Home is deep in a small cove a quarter mile or so beyond Marker B8A. 

#6, Anderson Home, 45 Waverly Ct., Moneta (GPS 37° 03.436 N 79° 37.869 W) – Continue up the Blackwater to the cove just before B10; enter the cove. Dock is midway in on left. Use caution as there is a shoal near this dock.  
#7, Hinchman Home, 64 Reserve Rd., Moneta (GPS 37° 03.531 N 79° 40.584 W) – Return to the Blackwater channel and travel up-river, entering Gills Creek by rounding B12 on your right. Round G2, keeping Gills Creek Marina markers to your left. Then bend left toward the dock on the right; watch for the orange dock flags.   An additional dock may be available, so watch for guidance from the waterfront volunteers.  

SML Coffee Shop at Hales Ford Bridge is an official Tour Rest Stop that’s accessible by boat.  Sea Tow will be standing by to assist members free of charge and non-members for a fee—call (540) 719-5555.  For medical emergencies or law enforcement needs, dial 911 or (540) 586-7827 and clearly indicate your location on the lake.  

